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Cycle’s of Faith

1st Sunday of Advent

Christians always end up with this cultural collision this time of year. While we begin
a new liturgical year with the First Sunday of Advent, we find ourselves approaching
the final month of the civil year. While we struggle to focus on the religious meaning of
one of the central events of our salvation-the birth of the Savior-we are overwhelmed
by the crass commercialism of the "holiday" season. Even the sacred names that origi-
nated the feasting get pushed to the side in favor of what is perceived to be less offen-
sive nomenclature.

Maybe that's as it should be as we begin Advent. The Gospel readings provided for
the final Sundays of the church year and the beginning of the new one invite us to
consider what will happen at the end of time. This Advent in particular, for the first
three Sundays, the focus is on justice-God's justice, which is brought to completion
when the Lord returns in glory.

In the meantime, we wait, sometimes patiently, and sometimes impatiently, like
shoppers ready to take advantage of the first "door-busters" of the season. We could
bemoan the lack of religiosity in this run-up to Christmas. Or we could use it to our
advantage. It doesn't take much to express our faith this time of year. A cheerful greet-
ing of "Merry Christmas" in the check-out line; a teaching moment with children when
passing a store display of manger scenes; including religious emblems in our lawn
displays; singing a Christmas carol for meal prayer each night: these are all ways that
we can easily express our faith in the midst of the culture. The Gospel commands, "Be
vigilant at all times." In our vigilance we can look for ways to express faith at every

"Be vigilant at all times and pray that you
have the strength to escape the tribulations
that are imminent and to stand before the
Son of Man." - Lk 21:36

Mass Schedule
Monday, November 30
7:30 am T Lucille Klein
T Johanna Rodenwald
Tuesday, December 1
7:30 am T Estella Klemmer Anniversary (SD)
Wednesday, December 2

(SD)

opportunity. ©20009 Liturgical Publications Inc 9:00 am 1+ Brenda Goebel
; s T Bryce Barrett

Readings for the Week 1\( \ @\3 Holy Family School Mass
Week of November 29, 2009 N - % (Prepared by Grade 2) (SD)
Sun: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 RS Thursday, December 3
Mon: Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22 8:30 am t Duane Gerads
Tues: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 T John Poxleitner (SA)
Wed: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 Friday, December 4
Thurs: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 7:30 am Living & T1 Deceased of

Fri: Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 Anderson & Svoboda Family (SD)

Sat: 1s 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35—-10:1, 5a, 6-8 Saturday, December 5
Sun: Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 7:30 am 1 Donald Mader (SD)
5:00 pm T Rita Massmann
T Roman Meitz (SD)

Sunday, December 6
8:30 am Thanksgiving of Herb & Irene

Events Calendar
December

Tues. Dec. 1st:
Tues. Dec. 1st:
Sun. Dec. 6th:
Wed. Dec. 9th:
Thurs. Dec. 10th:
Mon. Dec. 14th:
Tues. Dec. 15th:
Tues. Dec. 15th:
Thurs. Dec. 17th:
Dec. 19th-20th:
Tues. Dec. 22nd:

Christian Mothers Meeting/Christmas Party (SD)
Eucharistic Ministers Meeting 7:00pm SD Gathering Area
Holy Family School Fundraiser Breakfast with St. Nick
Communal Penance 6:30pm at Seven Dolors Church
Liturgy Committee 7:00pm

St. Joseph & St. Ann’s Society. 8pm Holy Family School
St. Anthony Parish Council Meeting 7:30pm

Holy Family School Christmas Program 1:30 & 6:30pm
Seven Dolors Parish Council Meeting 7:00pm

Christian Mothers /Women Bake Sale

Christmas Pageant & Concert 7:00pm at Seven Dolors

Breth

For the Parishes of St. Anthony

& Seven Dolors (SA)
10:30 am 1 Joseph Wimmer Anniversary

T Marian Thelen Anniversary (SD)
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Welcome Father Michael

We would like to welcome Father Michael
Naughton, OSB to Seven Dolors & St. An-
thony. We are happy that Father Michael has
finally arrived and we are looking forward to getting to know him.

Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass

There will be a Memorial Mass, remembering Knights of Columbus mem-
bers who have passed away, on Monday, November 30. Rosary 7:15pm &
Mass at 7:30pm in Seven Dolors Church. All KC members are invited to
attend. The meeting will follow at 8pm in the Holy Family School lunchroom.

Make God’s Love Visible with Catholic Charities

Thank you to those of you who have already responded to Catholic Chari-
ties Make God'’s Love Visible gift request. If you have not responded and
have misplaced your letter, you may visit www.ccstcloud.org for information.

While you were eating your Thanksgiving dinner, did Grandma mention
where she usually eats lunch? If the answer is a cold sandwich in front of
the TV, encourage her (and Grandpa too) to stop by Catholic Charities Senior
Dining site at Mercy Manor Apts. in Albany. Seniors are asked to contribute
just $3.50 per meal (after Jan. 1st). This program is subsidized by the State
of MN and your donations to Catholic Charities Make God’s Love Visible An-
nual Appeal. Dinners make great Christmas Gifts, too! Call 845-4070.
Quilting

"l think SEW."

Quilting will be Tuesday & Wednesday from 8:30-4:00 and Tuesday eve-
nings from 6:30-9 PM. Quilting is being held in the back room in Holy Family
School. St. Jude Mission Group and Funeral Group #8 will be quilting.
Retrouvaille

Help is available for couples in troubled marriages. If you, or someone you
know, needs help for a marriage in trouble, please check the Retrouvaille
website www.savingmarriages.org or call 320-255-5314 for more informa-
tion. The next program starts in January. Advance registration is required.

PLANNING AHEAD

Immaculate Conception

Immaculate Conception—Holy Day of Obligation is Tuesday, December 8.
Mass Schedule: 7:30am, 10:00am (Holy Family School Mass) at Seven Dol-
ors and 8pm at St. Anthony.
Communal Penance Service: Wednesday, Dec. 9th

There are 5 priests scheduled for Communal Penance at Seven Dolors
Church on Wednesday, December 9th at 6:30pm. December will be a ex-
tremely busy month; please prayerfully consider attending this Communal
Penance Service. Please keep in mind that here will be other very limited
opportunities, before Christmas, for those unable to come December 9th.
Christian Mothers Meeting

The Albany Christian Mothers/Women meeting and Christmas Party will be
Tuesday, December 1st. Bake Sale will be December 19 & 20.
Lunch Committee for Dec. 1st: Co chairs: Jeannette Welle and Ardis Muel-
ler—Eileen Hoppe, Agnes Wehseler, Marcella Mareck and Judy Eggert
Christian Mothers Bake Sale December 19 & 20

Albany Christian Mothers/Women will hold a Christmas Bake Sale on Sat-

urday & Sunday, December 19 & 20. All Christian Mothers are asked to
bring baked items for the sale.
Christmas Flowers
If you would like to make a donation for Christmas flowers in
memory of a loved one please mail or drop an envelope in the
collection basket with the donation, your name and the name
of your loved one. An envelope is also available in the Sunday
donation packet you received in the mail (dated Nov. 29th). Thank you!

DoLORS

Breakfast with St. Nick

The families of Holy Family School are sponsor-
ing a breakfast with St. Nick on Sunday, Decem-
ber 6 from 8:30am-12:30pm in our parish cen-
ter. The delicious menu includes: sausage, ham,
eggs, pancakes with toppings, hash browns, ap-
plesauce, rolls and beverages.

Locking the Church

It was discussed at the November Parish Coun-
cil Meeting to begin having the church secured
earlier in the evening. Starting Sunday, Nov. 28
the church will be locked at 5:00pm—however
the church will be unlocked when Mass or spe-
cial events are planned for an evening. The gym
area will be made accessible to the groups using
it for the evening and for Faith Formation on
Wednesday nights.

Mass Ministries Sign Up

The signup sheets for Christmas and January
1st (Blessed Virgin Mary-Holy Day ) are on the
back table of church. Ushers, lectors, gift bear-
ers, Eucharistic Ministers, servers & sacristans
are all invited to sign up. Our Coordinators really
appreciate it when you sign up early—thank you!
Eucharistic Ministers Meeting

There will be a meeting for all Eucharistic Min-
isters (Seven Dolors & St. Anthony) on Tuesday,
Dec. 1 at 7:00pm in Seven Dolors gathering
area. We hope to set up and begin scheduling
the “Eucharistic Minister Teams” in January. This
meeting will explain how the team scheduling will
work as well as introduce out new coordinator-
Carol Schwinghamer. Please plan on attending,
Bazaar Dinner Tickets Available

Seven Dolors 2010 bazaar dinner tickets are
now available t o purchase for Christmas gifts!
Ticket cost for 2010 dinner will be: Adults $7.50
and children $4.00 . To purchase tickets, please
stop in and see Joan at the parish office.

Dish Towels for Parish Bazaar
Stamped dish towels, to embroider for the ba-
zaar are available at the parish office. To pick up

a set please stop in and see Joan.
Statue of our Blessed Mother

The traveling Fatima Pilgrim statue of our
Blessed Mother is at the Mother of Mercy Cam-
pus of Care. To reserve the statue call 845-4092.
Rosary Leaders .

We are thankful for all our rosary lead- /ﬁi/"*l‘/ "
ers and to all those who pray the rosary ﬁ
every morning and Tuesdays at 10am.

November

30-5: Jack & Char Petermeier ¥
Eucharistic Adoration

You are also welcome any time Friday from
8am-6pm.

Current Funeral Group: #2







