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Pretty practical advice from John the Baptist in this week's Gospel: if you have two
cloaks, share one; if you have food, do the same; be honest, don't cheat; don't lie
about others.

Practical advice is the kind of thing elders would dole out to children and grandchil-
dren. Be polite; wait your turn; say "thank you"; wash your hands before meals; take a
walk; have regular check-ups. You know the routine.

While the simple practical advice of our elders was meant to situate us in a whole-
some life that was respectful of self and others, the practical advice of John the Bap-
tist has a great end in mind. The actions he promotes are directed toward the coming
kingdom of God. John's vision takes in the whole world and extends beyond his mo-
ment in time. He is foreseeing a day when God's justice will reign supreme. He is ask-
ing his listeners to begin now to make that justice happen.

The kind things we do at this time of year are to be more than simple acts of charity.
Donating food, bringing gifts for the poor, contributing to agencies that help those in
need are all good things. But if we see our actions for what they can be-giving from
what has been given to us to the many who have less-we then begin to understand
our place in the kingdom of God. If we have more than someone else, it is always in-
cumbent on us to share. That is the practical advice that John lays out for his listeners
as preparation for the coming of the Messiah. And just to make it clear, John adds that
this Messiah is coming with his winnowing fan to separate wheat from chaff. God's
justice will not be denied. ©20009 Liturgical Publications Inc

Readings for the Week

Week of December 13, 2009 \Q\

Sun: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 \ \é
Mon: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27

Tues: Zep 3:1-2,9-13/Mt 21:28-32

Wed: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Lk 7:18b-23

Thurs: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17

Fri: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25
Sat:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25
Sun: Mib:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45

Events Calendar

December
Mon. Dec. 14th: St. Joseph & St. Ann’s Society. 8pm Holy Family School
Tues. Dec. 15th: St. Anthony Parish Council Meeting 8:00 pm (time change)
Tues. Dec. 15th: Holy Family School Christmas Program 1:30 & 6:30pm
Thurs. Dec. 17th: Seven Dolors Parish Council Meeting 7:00pm

Dec. 19th-20th: Christian Mothers /Women Bake Sale

Tues. Dec. 22nd: Christmas Pageant & Concert 6:30pm at Seven Dolors
Thurs. Dec. 24th: Christmas Eve Mass 5pm (SD) 8pm (SA)

Fri. Dec. 25th:  Christmas Day Mass 8:30am (SA) 10:30am (SD)

Bulletin Deadlines for December
Early bulletin announcement deadlines for the month of December are as
follows: 8:00 am December 14 for December 20 bulletin

8:00 am December 18 for December 27 bulletin

8:00 am December 29 for January 3 bulletin

John answered them all, saying, "l am
baptizing you with water, but one mightier
than | is coming. | am not worthy to loosen
the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire." - Lk 3:16

Mass Schedule
Monday, December 14
7:30 am T Tony Janke Anniversary
Living & 11 Deceased of

LeRoy Ebnet Family (SD)
Tuesday, December 15
7:30 am t Hildegard Nett (SD)

T Edward Watry, Sr. Anniversary
Wednesday, December 16
9:00 am Holy Family School Mass
(Prepared by Grade 1 Eiynck)
T Ralph Miller & 1 Loni Katzner
T Dolores Thelen (SD)
Thursday, December 17
8:30 am 1 Melvin Vos
T David Vogel
Friday, December 18
7:30 am T Carol (Voit) Hoppe
11 Ervin & Millie Kohorst
Saturday, December 19
7:30 am 1 Donald Klimmek (SD)
5:00 pm 1 Bert Schwinghamer Anniversary
T Lou Ann Peternell (SD)
Sunday, December 20
8:30 am Living & 11 Deceased of
Cremers and Poxleitner Family
For the Parishes of St. Anthony

(SA)

(SD)

& Seven Dolors (SA)
10:30 am Living & T1 Deceased of

Kathy Ebnet Family

T Louise Esselman (SD)
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' Christian Mother’s Bake Sale
: December 19-20 -
A Saturday from 4:30-6:30pm A

Sunday from 9am-noon
Seven Dolor Parish Center, Albany

All Christian Mothers are invited to donate baked goods. Donations can be
brought to the Gathering Area prior to 4:30pm on Saturday, December 19th.
Do some of your Holiday baking while supporting the Christian Mothers.
Christmas Gift Boutique

Fancy Work items will be on display and for sale in the gathering area dur-
ing the Bake Sale—great Christmas gift ideas! Craft ltems—Baby Quilts &
Blankets—Embroidered Dishtowel Sets—Holiday Dishtowel Sets and much
more! Sponsored by the Bazaar Fancy Work Stand
Christmas & January 1st Ministries

The signup sheets for Christmas and January 1st (Blessed Virgin Mary-
Holy Day ) are on the back table of church. Ushers, lectors, gift bearers, Eu-
charistic Ministers, servers & sacristans are all invited to sign up. Our Coor-
dinators really appreciate it when you sign up early—thank you!
Christmas Flowers

If you would like to make a donation for Christmas flowers in
memory of a loved one please mail or drop an envelope in the
collection basket with the donation, your name and the name
of your loved one (before Dec. 16th).
An envelope in your Sunday donation boxed set (dated Nov. 29).
Confessions

Seven Dolors: Saturday, December 19th at 4:00 pm
Retirement Fund For Religious

Retirement Fund Collection is this Sunday. By making a donation to this
retirement fund you are helping support our religious men and women who
have made a commitment to serve God throughout their lives. More than
95% of your donation benefits elderly religious. Use a regular envelope or an
envelope available at church entrances. Please be generous in your support.
Quilting

"To quilt is a present you give yourself."

Quilting will be Tuesday & Wednesday from 8:30-4:00 and . o 0
Tuesday evenings from 6:30-9 PM. Quilting is being held
in the back room in Holy Family School. St. Ann’s Society 7

& Christian Women and Funeral Groups #11 & 12 will be
quilting. Please join us!

Locking the Church

The church will now be locked at 5:00pm—however the church will be
unlocked for Friday Adoration and when Mass or special events are planned
for an evening. The gym area will be made accessible to the groups using it
for the evening and for Faith Formation on Wednesday nights.

Direct Mailing of 2010 Adult Donation Envelopes

In an effort to save money and reduce the cost of our 2010 contribution
envelopes, we have worked out a new “four times a year” mailing plan,
along with our envelope supplier “Our Sunday Visitor”. 2010 Envelopes will
be mailed out quarterly; but we are only allowed 17 envelopes per packet for
the reduced mailing rate. A few changes had to be made in order to make
this work ..... along with the usual Sunday envelopes we will include a
“Parish Concerns Envelope” every month except September & December
and four quarterly “Special Needs Envelopes” *See insert!

Direct Deposit Available: If you would like to have your donations made
through “direct deposit”, forms are on the back of the insert and on the back
table of church and gathering area. If you have any questions, please call
Joan at the parish office. Thank you!

DoLORS

Christmas Program Dec. 15th

Holy Family School will be presenting the an-
nual Christmas program on Tuesday, December
15th at 1:30 and 6:30pm in the church. We
would like to invite all of you to attend. Refresh-
ments will be served in the gym following the
6:30pm performance.
Christmas Concert & Pageant

Tuesday, December 22 at 6:30pm in church.
Jesus is the reason for the season! Everyone is
invited to spend an enjoyable evening listening to
Christmas music, singing along to some favorite
songs and a traditional Christmas Pageant. Re-
freshments will be served following the program.
Christmas Eve Music Prelude

The Choir invites you to enjoy a music prelude
beginning at 4:30pm on Christmas Eve. The
Choir will sing some four part selections, there
will be piano performances by young pianists and
you will be invited to sing along to familiar Christ-
mas favorites!

Advent Tree

You are invited to bring an ornament/s to hang
on the "Parish Family" Advent Tree located in the
gathering area. Your ornament can be something
special to represent your family or a favorite one
from Christmas past!

Bazaar Dinner Tickets Available

Seven Dolors 2010 bazaar dinner tickets are
now available t o purchase for Christmas gifts!
Ticket cost for 2010 dinner will be: Adults $7.50
and children $4.00 . To purchase tickets, please
stop in and see Joan at the parish office.
Congratulations

Congratulations to Stacy Frie & Michael
Kortenbusch who were married at Seven Dolors
Church on Saturday. May God's Blessing be
upon them as they begin their new life together.
Statue of our Blessed Mother

The traveling Fatima Pilgrim statue of our
Blessed Mother is at the home of Roger
Friedrichs. To reserve the statue call 845-4092.
Rosary Leaders

Rosary is prayed every morning prior to mass and

Tuesday’s at 10:00am. Please join us! Ao
December -
14-19: Mike & Renee Mergen
21-26: Clarence & Jean Enneking .

28-2: Tony & Geri Lenneman
Thank you to all November Leaders, and thank
you to each and everyone of the rosary leaders.

Eucharistic Adoration

You are also welcome any time Friday from
8am-6pm. Eucharistic Adoration will not be held
Friday, Dec. 25 (Christmas Day) and Friday, Janu-
ary 1st (New Year’s Day).

Current Funeral Group: #3






