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Assumption of the Blesses Virgin Mary

Hiking in the mountains has always been both a peaceful and a surprising experi-
ence for me. The peacefulness comes from the fact that even if | am hiking with some-
one else, there is still a feeling of solitude and quiet that creeps over us as we hike
along. We may start out quite chatty as we begin our trek, but eventually a hush de-
scends, almost as if speaking might disturb the magic of the hike. The surprises of
mountain hiking come around a bend or at the crest of a hill where something new
always presents itself-an alpine meadow, a hidden lake, a refreshing spring.

Mary's visit to Elizabeth-described in today's Gospel-was certainly a surprise. Preg-
nant with Jesus, she goes to visit her older kinswoman, Elizabeth, who is also preg-
nant and awaiting the birth of John, and she rejoices at Mary's arrival. Mary's response
to Elizabeth's greeting, the Magnificat, is believed by most biblical scholars to be a
canticle of early Jewish Christian composition that Luke inserted into his Gospel be-
cause the hymn was so revered in his community. Mary's plight-alone, scared, running
for safety-was echoed in Luke's own community after the fall of Jerusalem. The hymn,
placed on Mary's lips, is a reminder of how God turns things around for those who
remain faithful. God lifts up the lowly and comes to the help of his servants.

Hiking in the mountains can be a powerful icon of what human life is like. There are
times when the uphill struggle can seem overwhelming, and then other times when
something incredibly wonderful presents itself. The Magnificat, which Luke places on
Mary's lips, has been a part of Christian evening prayer for centuries, reminding believ-
ers that at the end of the day all that has taken place, the blessings and the chal-
lenges, are caught up in God, who remembers his promise of mercy in every genera-
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Sun: Rv11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56
Mon: Ez 24:15-23/Mt 19:16-22

Tues: Ez 28:1-10/Mt 19:23-30

Wed: Ez34:1-11/Mt 20:1-16

Thurs: Ez 36:23-28/Mt 22:1-14

Fri: Ez 37:1-14/Mt 22:34-40

Sat: Ez43:1-7b/Mt 23:1-12

Sun: Is 66:18-21/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30

Events Calendar

August

Thurs. Aug. 19th: Seven Dolors Parish Council Meeting 6:30pm

Wed. Aug 25th: Faith Formation Parent Meeting at 7pm SD

Mon. Aug. 30th: Knights of Columbus 8pm Seven Dolors Church Basement
September

Wed. Sept 1st: Holy Family School Open House

Thurs. Sept 9th: Seven Dolors & St. Anthony Liturgy Committee 7pm SD

Wedding Banns

Il Lindsay Raden & Brian Geise
Il Laura Sand & Blake Cheeley

"From this day all generations will call me
blessed: the Almighty has done great things
for me and holy is his Name.

He has cast down the mighty from their
thrones, and has lifted up the lowly."

- Lk 1:48b-49, 52

Mass Schedule

Monday, August 16
7:30 am T Joyce Ludivig
T Ray Vos
Tuesday, August 17
7:30 am T Roman Meitz
T Andrew Heinen, Sr.
Wednesday, August 18
7:30 am t Catherine Schumer
T Bob Petermeier
Thursday, August 19
8:30 am 1 Anna Gerads
T Alois Boeckers
Friday, August 20
7:30 am 1 Othmar Braegelmann Anniv.
T John Hoffman (SD)
Saturday, August 21
7:30 am 1 James Thelen
T Ralph Krebs
5:00 pm Living & T1Deceased of
Anthony Groetsch Family
T Francis Weber
Sunday, August 22
8:30 am 1 David Vogel
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& Seven Dolors (SA)
10:30 am 1 Alice Christen Anniversary
1 Dorothy Ohmann (SD)







