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We can't approach the highly symbolic language of the Book of Revelation with logi-
cal thinking. If we try to do so, we will falter, and miss out on the richness of the im-
ages that are presented to us. In today's selection, John-not the writer of the fourth
Gospel, but another John-sees a vast crowd. One of the elders tells him that these are
the ones who have survived the time of trial. This makes eminent sense since Revela-
tion was written at a time when the church was undergoing great persecution from
both the Jewish leaders who were expelling the Jewish followers of Jesus from the
synagogues, and from Roman officials who saw Christians as disruptive apostates
since they did not acknowledge the Roman gods. The ones who have survived "have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb" (7:14).

Here is where logic fails. Every laundry detergent bottle and stain-fighting additive
will tell you that you don't make something white by washing it in blood. But when we
immerse ourselves in the symbolism, we understand what the writer intends. Through
the shedding of his blood on the cross, the Lamb of God (Jesus) cleanses us from sin.
Like the white garment given at baptism to symbolize new life, those who have re-
mained faithful during trial and persecution share in the victory of the One who con-
quered sin and death.

The message for us today is that Christ has brought us into the fold, and that we are
called to be faithful no matter what may beset us in life. It is unlikely that any of us will
face overt persecution for what we believe. But we must also guard against the subtle
denials of Christ that sometimes creep into our daily lives.
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Readings for the Week e\ (O
Week of April 25, 2010 ( @)\

Sun: Acts 13:14, 43-52/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 10:27-30

Mon: Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:1-10 )
Tues: Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30

Wed: Acts 12:24--13:5a/Jn 12:44-50

Thurs: Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20

Fri: Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6

Sat:  Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14

Sun: Acts 14:21-27/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-334a, 34-35

Events Calendar

April

Sun. April 25th:  St. Anthony Swanycake & Sausage Supper 3 to 9pm
Mon. April 26th: Knights of Columbus 7pm Church Basement (SD)

May

Sun. May 2nd:  Boy Scout Fundraiser Breakfast — 7 Dolors Parish Center
Sun. May 2nd:  First Holy Communion at St. Antony during 8:30am Mass
Tues. May 4th: Christian Mothers/Women Meeting 7:30pm at HFS

Wed. May 5th:  Grandparents/Special Friends Day at HFS. Mass at 9am
Wed. May 5th:  Confirmation Practice 8pm in Church

Mon. May 10th: St. Joseph & St. Ann’s Society. 8pm Holy Family School
Tues. May 11th: Confirmation 7pm at Seven Dolors Church

Thurs. May 13th: Seven Dolors/St. Anthony Liturgy Committee Meeting 7pm
Tues. May 18th: St. Anthony Parish Council Meeting 7:30pm

"My sheep hear my voice; | know them, and
they follow me. | give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish. No one can take them
out of my hand. My Father, who has given
them to me, is greater than all, and no one
can take them out of the Father's hand. The
Father and I are one." - Jn 10:27-30

Mass Schedule
Monday, April 26
7:30 am T Barb Litke-Sufka Anniversary
T Joseph Mergen (SD)
Tuesday, April 27
7:30 am 1 Marie Schmitz
T Ed Watry, Sr.
Wednesday, April 28
9:00 am Holy Family School Mass
(Prepared by Grade 5)
T Bill Blenker Anniversary
T James Thelen
Thursday, April 29
8:30 am 1t John Poxleitner
Special Intention of Vern &
Maxine Goebel
Friday, April 30
7:30 am Tt Dolores Fischer
T Donald Mader
Saturday, May 1
7:30 am T St. Joseph Society (SD)
In Thanksgiving—the Oehrlein Family
5:00 pm 1 Ralph Miller & 1 Lonie Katzner
T Caroline Lintgen (SD)
Sunday, May 2
8:30 am St. Anthony Christian Mothers &
Women
For the Parishes of St. Anthony

(SD)

(SD)

(SA)

(SD)

& Seven Dolors (SA)
10:30 am T Alice Wedel
T Alvina (Sandy) Koglin (SD)
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Confirmation

Confirmation will be held at Seven Dolors Church on Tuesday, May 11th.
Mass will begin at 7pm with Bishop Kinney officiating. We welcome St. Mar-
tin and St. John the Baptist whose students will be Confirmed along with
Seven Dolors. A reception will follow in our parish center.

Boy Scout Breakfast & Silent Auction

The Albany Boy Scouts Belgian Waffle Brunch will be Sunday, May 2 from
8:30am-12:30pm at Seven Dolors Parish Center, Albany. Sausage, waffles
with 9 toppings! Everyone is invited to come and enjoy a delicious brunch.
The wonderful silent auction with many new items will be held again as well.
Tootsie Roll Drive

The Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive for the disabled is this week-
end. Members of the Knights of Columbus will be at all weekend masses,
before and after each mass seeking donations. Donations will also be ac-
cepted anytime by contacting any KC member. Each year KC members
throughout the state distribute over 20 tons of Tootsie Rolls on street cor-
ners, in stores and at churches. Donations are accepted for the Tootsie Rolls
and 100% of the money raised goes to benefit people with disabilities.
Thank you for your support.

Knights of Columbus Dinner April 26th

April 26th,2010 Annual potluck dinner @ Seven Dolors Parish Center
Council meeting at 7:00pm Open House at 7:30
Everyone is invited to attend the Knights of Columbus "Open House", there
will be a review of the K of C Benefits program and a presentation on
Retirement and Estate Planning. Local Attorneys will give a presentation on
the changing Estate Laws and answer your questions. Knights members will
be eligible for a free referral for Legal planning. Everyone is welcome.
Learn about: *Wills, *Trusts, *Living Wills, *Probate, *Wealth Enhance-
ment, *Power of Attorney, *Estate Planning, *Health Care Directives, *Final
Expenses, *Long Term Care, *Pre-planned Funeral Arrangements, *Asset
Protection
St. Cloud Diocese Parish Bulletin Ahnouncement
Seventeen years ago, the Diocese of Saint Cloud established a program to
help victims of sexual misconduct by church personnel. Anyone who wishes
to bring forward a complaint of such misconduct is encouraged to contact a
victim advocate who will assist the person to take whatever steps the victim
feels is appropriate to resolve the issue.
(Confidentiality is assured to anyone who speaks with them).
The Victim Assistance Coordinator for the Diocese of Saint Cloud is:
Roxann Storms, LSW, MS (320) 248-1563
Diocesan Victim Advocates:
Jane Blee (320) 251-3430
Nancy Fandel (320) 685-7507
Tom Klecker (320) 253-2866
Jim Otremba (320) 253-3540
Rev. Patrick Riley (320) 650-1653
Dolores Saurer (218) 736-3592
Rev. Stanley Wieser (218) 863-5161
Jennifer Wirz (320) 339-0622
The National Hotline for Child Abuse: 1-800-422-4453
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May Rosary & Benediction

Rosary & Benediction will be held Wednesday
evenings in May at 7:30pm.

May 12th and 19th at Seven Dolors
May 5th and 26th at St. Anthony
Christian Mother’s Meeting

The next Christian Mother’s meeting will be
May 4 at 7:30 in the Holy Family School base-
ment. Lunch committee: Pat Luethmers &
Susan Shay Co-chairs. Linda Braegelman, Staci
Mayers, Nancy Elfering and Jean Sunder
May Elections:

Elections for the Parish Council, Seven Dolors/
Holy Family School Board of Education and Lit-
urgy Committee will take place in May. Parishion-
ers interested in being a candidate or nominating
a parish member are encouraged to contact:
Parish Council: George Reber 845-2857
Board of Ed: Bonnie Massmann 845-2011
Liturgy Committee: Diane Noll 845-6989
Or contact Fr. Michael or Joan at the parish office
845-2705 or email 7dolors@albanytel.com

Coordinator Needed
A coordinator is needed to organize Mother's

Day Flower Sales for our parish. Proceeds go to
Birthline. Call 845-2343
St. Cloud Visitor Subscription

The cost for the St. Cloud Visitor subscription is
$18 each. Seven Dolors is assessed for the Visi-
tor subscriptions of our parish - paid by you or
not. Please use a Visitor envelope (available at
church entrances) OR drop a check in the Sun-
day collection for $18 noted for the "Visitor".
Statue of our Blessed Mother

The traveling Fatima Pilgrim statue of our

Blessed Mother is at the home of Shirley Carlson.
To reserve please call 845-4092.

Rosary Leaders -
April /S g’
April 26-May 1: George & Cordella Meier ?f’

Thank you all April Leaders! “
May N

3-8: Linus & Jenny Kalthoff

10-15: Lloyd & Tillie Ebnet

17-22: Marie Boom & Georgine Andersen

24-29: Jack & Char Petermeier

The rosary is prayed prior to the 7:30am Mass.
Scripture Rosary is at 10am Tuesdays in the
gathering area. Everyone welcome!

Please Pray For...

.... all who are sick in our community, espe-
cially , Ken Gaebel, Terry Baggenstoss and Tom
Hoeschen
To add a name to the prayer intentions or Prayer
Line, please call Joan at the office 845-2705.
Eucharistic Adoration

Friday from 8:00am - 6:00pm.

Current Funeral Group: #10






